
What role do MNAs play?

You’ve probably 
seen a lot of election 

signs along the streets in the 
last few weeks. These signs 
are announcing the people 

running in the provincial 
elections. On October 3, 

Quebecers will be electing 
their Members of the National 

Assembly (MNA). Le Curieux 
and Élections Québec explain 

everything.

What are  
provincial elections?

How do the 
provincial elections work?

Who are  
the candidates?

The Provincial   
Elections

Who are   the electors?

we vote!
3,

On  
october
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1 What are  
provincial  
elections?

Canada’s provinces don’t all have their elections at the same time. 

This vote also decides who will 
be the premier of the province .

?

ontario
june 2,  

2022

British Columbia

october 24,  
2020

quebec
october 3, 

2022

The citizens of a province choose the people 
who will make important decisions about the 
future of their society. They do this by voting 
to elect a Member of the National Assembly 

(MNA) for their area.
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An election is an  
important time 

in a democracy. 

It’s when citizens get to vote freely 
for the candidate whose values and 
interests most closely match their 
own. 

For example, someone who feels 
that protecting the environment 

is important can vote for the 
candidate who promises to  

defend it.  

If a voter wants more schools 
to be built, they will choose the 

person who also wants to invest in 
education. 

Citizens

Candidate #1 Candidate #2



The leader of the party that 
gets most MNAs elected 

becomes the premier.

Citizens’ votes Elected MNAs Leader
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During the last elections in Quebec, 
which took place in 2018, the majority 
of candidates elected to the National 
Assembly were from the Coalition 
avenir Québec (CAQ) party. So, 
the leader of that party, François 
Legault, became the premier of the 
province.

Did you know?
The National Assembly is the 
institution in Quebec that brings all 
the MNAs together. This happens at 
the Parliament Building in the city of 
Québec. MNAs go there to debate 
about issues that are important to 
citizens and to vote on laws.

Click HERE to see the 
provincial Parliament.
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http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/visiteurs/parlement/hotel-parlement.html
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Here are a few examples:

EducationHealth

Solidarity

A province makes important decisions.

Opening new daycare 
centres, renovating 

schools.

Applying measures 
for the education 

of young people in 
schools (teachers’ 

salaries, organizing 
educational programs 
from elementary chool 

to university, etc.).

Managing hospitals 
and health care 
establishments.

Automobile
Issuing of driver’s 

licenses and vehicle 
registrations, putting up 

traffic signs.

Organizing programs to 
help vulnerable people 

(for example, those 
experiencing poverty, 

illness or disability).



The premier

This is the leader of the government. That 
person governs the province with the help of 
the Cabinet. 

The Cabinet is made up of ministers who are 
responsible for different areas like health, 
education, culture, communications, tourism 
and public safety.

MNAs
They play important roles.

1. They represent the 
citizens who live in their 
electoral division. They 
can communicate the 
citizens’ concerns and 
problems to the National 
Assembly, to change the 
laws.
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Cabinet of ministers

3. They make sure that 
the government’s 
actions are in  
the population’s 
interest. 

MNA

Premier

2. They study, 
propose and  
vote on laws.

Prime Minister  
of  Canada 

Head of government

elected

The federal 
government  

makes decisions on 
things like foreign 
affairs (relations 

with other countries), 
money and defence 

(the army).

provinces  
make decisions 
in other areas 

like health and 
education.

Premier of a province  
or territory 

Head of government

x13

There is a central government for the 
country, and each of the 10 provinces and 
3 territories also has its own government. 

Each government (13 in total) makes 
decisions in its area of jurisdiction (the 

subjects that are under its responsibility). 

Canada is a confederation.  

Did you know?

elected
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Did you know?
Quebec, just like Canada, is a democracy (in French).

That means that the power belongs to the people: all citizens are equal and have the 
right to vote to elect representatives who will make decisions about laws.

3 How do the  
provincial elections work?

Any person who would like to be elected 
as the MNA in their electoral division can 
submit their name as a candidate. 

125
1) The province of Quebec is 

divided into

parts called  
“electoral divisions.” 

Duplessis 
(North Shore)

Deux-Montagnes
(Laurentides-Lanaudière)

Mount Royal - Outremont
(Montréal)

Gaspé
(Gaspésie-Îles-de-la-Madeleine)

Lac-Saint-Jean
(Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean)

https://lecurieux.info/wp-content/uploads/woocommerce_uploads/2021/01/LeCurieux_Democratie_JAN21_WEB-ew0amz.pdf


Did you know?

The vote is secret: It 
is done where no one 
can see, so no one can 
influence others. 

It’s possible to vote before the 
official election day. This is 
called advance voting. It allows people 
who won’t be available on election day to 
participate anyway.  
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During the election campaign ,   
each person who is a candidate 

must present
their ideas and plans
to improve the population’s lives. Citizens 
can learn more about the candidates and 
then choose the one they want to vote for. 

Each person shows 
a piece of ID and 
gets a ballot paper. 
On it, the names of 
the candidates are 
printed. 

The person goes 
behind the voting 
screen (a booth where 
the elector can vote 
without being seen).

The person then places 
the ballot in the ballot 
box.  

On election day,  

the electors* go vote. 

The person makes 
a mark in one of the 
circles on the ballot 
paper, next to the 
name of the candidate 
they are choosing. 

2)

3)



On election night ,    
all the ballot papers are  

opened   
and counted.
The preliminary (first) results,  
meaning the number of votes  
that each candidate received,  
are announced.  

But it’s only after the ballots are  
all checked that the names of the  

125 elected MNAs and the name of the 
premier are announced officially. This 

often happens a few days later.
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Who are the electors?
People who :

are 

years old 
or more

18

have

citizenship
canadian

have lived in 

for at least  
6 months

quebec

are

on the official list of 
electors

registered 

4)
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4 Who are  
the candidates?

aged 18 or over who is on the list of electors and 
is a resident of Quebec can be a candidate in the 

provincial elections.

Any Canadian 

In any election, most 
candidates belong to a 
political party, but some 

are also independent, 
meaning that they 
are running on their 
own behalf, without 

representing a party. 

During the 2018 
provincial elections, 

there were

940 
candidates  

running! 

we vote!
3,

On  
october



Your turn!  
Practice voting

Instead of voting for a candidate, you will answer a special question about citizenship.
You can vote at the little ˝Voters in training˝ polling stations!

Your parents will go vote 
soon. Why not go with 

them?

Like the adults did, take 
your ballot paper and fill 
it out in the voting booth, 

answering the special 
question according to what 

you believe.

Place your ballot in the 
ballot box.

Watch them do the various 
steps involved in voting 

(take another look at the 
steps explained above).

Your turn! Go to the ˝Voters 
in Training˝ polling station 
set up especially for young 

people.

1.

4.

2.

5.

3.
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Being a citizen means being part of a 

group, like your city, your town, your 

family or your school. It also means being 

able to get along with others. What do 

you do to be a good citizen?

I accept that others are 

different from me.

I express my ideas and I 

listen to other people’s ideas. 

I help people who need it.

I propose solutions to solve 

problems. 

Good citizenship involves taking certain 
actions. Voting in elections to choose an 
MNA or a class representative is one of 

these actions. But there are other actions 
you can take to be a good citizen. What 
are they? Well, that’s the question you’ll  

be asked! 

Why not get ready by thinking about  
the special question ahead of time?  

What does this question 
make you think of? 
Talk about it with 
your teacher and your 
parents. You could also 
ask what your friends 
think.

Will your vote be the 
same as the other 
youth votes? You’ll 
find out on October 4, 
when the results will 
be announced on the 
website of Élections 
Québec!
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