
The A-B-Cs of municipal elections

This November,  
elections will be held in every 

municipality in Québec: citizens 
will elect their mayor. What’s the 
point? How do I vote? Le Curieux 
and Élections Québec introduce 

you to elections!

What is a   
municipality ?

Levels of 
government

Practice voting by 
becoming Voters in 

Training! 

What is  
local democracy?

Important 
elections 
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1 What is a  
municipality?

It’s the place where you live, like 
Sainte-Anne-des-Monts, Trois-Rivières 

or Sorel-Tracy. Québec has over  
1,100 municipalities of all sizes.
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Municipalities are managed 
by municipal councils. Those 

councils are made up of 
elected municipal officials, 

such as the mayor and 
councillors.   

There are more than  
8,000 elected officials in the 
whole province. Their role is 
to represent the population, 

ensure the municipality 
develops well, and ensure the 

residents’ well-being.

Citizens choose their 
representatives by voting 
in municipal elections. It 
is a high point of local 

democracy.

Did you know 
that…

Montréal is the 
largest municipality 
in Québec with 1.8 

million inhabitants. The 
municipality of Saint-

Louis-de-Gonzague-du-
Cap-Tourmente, near 

Québec City, has ...  
2 inhabitants! 



2What is local  
democracy?
It’s not just provincial and federal governments that make 
decisions that affect our lives. Municipalities do too!

Gaspé

Montréal
Gatineau

Municipalities are at the heart of local 
democracy. All citizens are expected 
to participate in the democracy and 
build the future of their community.

!?
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How? 
By learning about the issues, 
expressing their views, getting involved 
in projects that make a difference  
and… of course, voting! 



The federal government is responsible  
for the entire country.

Your municipality is part of a province (Québec) 
and a country (Canada). Each level has a 
“government” with specific responsibilities. Each 
one makes decisions that influence our lives. 
We are talking about the federal, provincial and 
municipal levels of government.

Who does what?

organizes postal services 
(Canada Post)

is responsible for building, 
maintaining and repairing 

bridges

ensures our country’s 
defence, most specifically 

through our army

Canada

For example , it
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ProvinceCountry

Municipality

Would you be able to identify the 
three levels of government in your 

daily life?



manages natural resources 
(such as water or forests)

For example , it

organizes health services 
(paying nurses, building and 

running hospitals, etc.)

takes necessary measures 
for the education of youth 
(opening day-care centres, 
paying teachers, outlining 

exactly what students 
learn in school, organizing 

education from elementary 
school through university)
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Québec
The provincial government is responsible  

for province-related issues. 
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The role of the municipal government is to organize the 
life of the town or village. It deals with services that 

we use every day!
For example , it

supports (helps) vulnerable people by building affordable 
housing, and supporting associations that help 
underprivileged people

Municipality

ensures there is a sufficient 
supply of drinking water for 

the population

ensures waste is collected offers recreational activities 
to its residents (shows, 

swimming pool, library, day 
camps, etc.)

builds and maintains roads 
and bike paths

ensures economic 
development by, for 

example, encouraging 
businesses to open in the 

municipality

ensures safety by organizing 
municipal fire and police 

services (when the 
municipality has these)
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3 The A-B-Cs of  
municipal elections
Municipal elections are held in every municipality  
every four years, on the first Sunday of November.  
This is called the fixed election date.

be at least 18 years  
old on polling day

be a Canadian 
citizen

live (have a dwelling 
like a cottage) or a 
have business within 
the municipality’s 
territory

be registered on  
the list of electors

Who can vote?

To vote, you must:

Citizens vote for the future mayor  
and councillors of their municipality. 
The candidates with the most votes  

are elected! 



7

the candidates
1.

2.

Did you 
know?

Nearly 13,000 people 
ran for office in the last 
municipal elections held 

in Québec in 2017. People who want to run as candidates in the 
elections must officially register with their 
municipality.

Here’s how municipal  
elections work

The election campaign starts several weeks 
before polling day. Candidates present their ideas 
and projects to the public to improve life in their 
municipality. For example, building bike paths, 
adding a skate park, reducing the speed limit on 
certain streets.

the election 
campaign



the vote

If they haven’t voted early 
or by mail, citizens will go 

to their designated polling 
station on November 7. 

Electors make their choices 
inside a polling booth, 
away from prying eyes. 
Voting is personal and 

should not be influenced by 
anyone.

You vote by checking off 
the name of your favourite 
candidate on each ballot 

paper, and then folding it to 
keep your selection private.

The counterfoil is detached 
from each ballot paper and 

placed in the ballot box. 
(The box where all ballot 

papers are collected.)

The elector (the person 
voting) must present a 
piece of identification 

(such as a driver’s licence or 
health insurance card). 

Each elector receives one 
or several ballot paper(s).

1.

4.

2.

5.

3.

6.

counting  
the votes

Once polling stations are 
closed, ballot boxes are 
opened and ballot papers 
are counted to see the 
number of votes that each 
candidate has received. 

Once all the votes will be 
counted, the names of the 
newly elected mayor and 
councillors are officially 
announced.
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3.

4.
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4Important 
elections
In 2017, less than one elector out of two voted in municipal 
elections! That’s like if only half of the students in your class 
agreed to give their opinion in choosing an activity that all 
of you would do.

In Montréal, less than a 
quarter (24.6%) of electors 
aged 18 to 25 put their 
ballot paper in the ballot 
box in the last municipal 
elections.

That statistic is even lower  
among youth. 

18 to 25 years old

24,6%

Montréal

Therefore, we must vote for the 
people who will be able to listen 

and represent us well! 

Yet, municipalities make decisions that 
directly affect people’s every day lives. Elected 
candidates have an important role to play in 
defending the interests of citizens and voicing their 
concerns.
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5 Practice voting by becoming  
Voters in Training! 

Go to the online “Small polling station.” Follow 
all the steps in the voting process and give your 
opinion on a special youth-related issue. The 
results will be announced on November 8 on the 
Élections Québec website.

If your teacher participates 
in the Voters in Training 
program, ballot boxes, 

polling booths and ballot 
papers will be sent to your 

school.  

A few days before the 
official elections, students 
will be able to vote for the 

mayor of their municipality. 

The results will be posted 
on the Élections Québec 

website. This way, you can 
compare your vote with 
the result of the official 

elections!

You too can vote in  
municipal elections.

Maybe you could also vote in your school.

https://electionsquebec.qc.ca/municipales/en/
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Register   
a class or school  
for Voters in Training

Want to have your students 
experience an election? 

Voters in Training allows you to 
organize a mock election in your 

classroom or school. 

The registration period 
runs from August 16  
to October 4, 2021. 

This free activity is offered to 
third cycle elementary and 
high school students.

Register by filling  

out the online form  

HERE.

For teachers

https://www.electionsquebec.qc.ca/english/teacher-student/voters-in-training.php#bandeau-zed

